North Counties HIV/AIDS Care Consortium Quarterly Meeting

July 26, 2006
9:30 a.m. - Noon
Minutes 

Attending:
Ed Wilhoite (Co-Chairperson), Monty Piepereit, Karen Grossman (ICHD), Linda Lindegaard, Alice Simmons (WCHD) and Kim Van Epps (SCHD)
Absent:
Gary Stein (Co-Chairperson), Rebecca Johnson, Issy Olivia and Al Archer 
Welcome and Introductions

Alice introduced herself as the new Whatcom County Health Department representative.

Approval of Agenda

Agenda approved without objection.
Member Updates

Kim noted 3 new positives in Skagit County and provided information on the dental van that provides free emergent dental care to the poor in Skagit County, including PLWH. Linda discussed the recent article in the Skagit Valley Herald highlighting her and AIDS in Skagit County. Ed pointed out that two additional articles were included in the paper, too, serving to increase public awareness. Linda noted that there had been no negative reactions. Karen indicated that Island County had 2 new clients. Monty highlighted his volunteer activity for EAF and the success of the Positive Paddle event in Anacortes.  Ed announced that Wendy Weitz would be leaving EAF effective August 1, 2006 to pursue her career in massage therapy (no decision yet on her replacement). EAF had 18 new clients and 7 deaths through June. Members from the local health jurisdictions and EAF gave updates on their counseling and testing protocol and fees.
Consortium Update

Ed presented the quarterly implementation data and a brief update on expenditures. 
Business Items
1.
RWHATMA Update

Ed reported on the July 6, 2006 conference call with the Department of Health and other recent news regarding reauthorization. Ed noted that it appears that the bipartisan and bicameral process had broken down in the House of Representatives and that it was increasingly unlikely that a bill would pass before the fall (and even then, the elections made action in the fall difficult). This is not necessarily a bad thing (if changers were postponed until FY 2008), but the uncertainty is very frustrating. The good news is that DOH will likely be a creative partner in resolving whatever funding and programmatic issues arise from reauthorization. Ed discussed two possibilities of alternative funding related to ADAP and EIP as it relates to case management. There is still significant doubt that financial assistance funds will be available. 


2.
Region 3 Allocation Methodology Update

Ed provided the members with the latest proposals from the SCAC and the NCCC and discussed the Planning Council’s Care Committee meeting on July 12, 2006. The SCAC raised new issues regarding the inability to provide case management services comparable to the NCCC, which the Lead Agency believes not to be factual (and based primarily on SCAC allocation decisions – the SCAC allocates only 59% of its funds to case management services, whereas the NCCC allocates 74%). However, there may be new data relating to services provided by Madison Clinic in Seattle. The Care Committee did not reach a decision, but asked for additional (and consistent) data. Ed provided the members with case management service data relevant to the issues raised at the meeting. The members instructed Ed to formulate this data and provide it to the Care Committee for review. 
3.
Prioritization Process
Members reviewed the upcoming prioritization process and considered whether to invite additional persons (consumers and providers) to participate. Given the difficulty and uncertainty related to the allocation this year, and the overarching mandate to act consistently with the assessment data, the members decided not to form a separate prioritization committee with additional persons. The members decided that the most effective and efficient process would be to use the expertise and experience of the current members, which includes a significant number of consumers, especially given the orientation and facilitation of the DOH. 
4.
Membership


Ed indicated that the terms of non-automatic members expire this month. Karen moved to re-elect the non-automatic members. Kim seconded. Linda and Monty indicated their desire to continue as members. Motion approved. Ed also importuned the members to “get serious” about expanding membership in the NCCC and asked that each forward recommendations for additional consumer and provider members. All agreed that this was a good idea.


5. 
Good of the Order


Members had a brief discussion on how to improve the functionality and performance of the NCCC. Because so many members were absent, all agreed that this item should be included in the next agenda for discussion. Karen indicated that she had never been to the offices at EAF. Ed suggested that the next meeting be held in Bellingham so that the members could visit EAF and Interfaith. All agreed, but changed the meeting date (due to the proximity of the prioritization meeting) and time to November 15, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at EAF.
Meeting adjourned.
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